
STEPHENTOWN HISTORICA L SOCIETY
Jaarrary - May L977

NE'WSLETTER

At the Annual Meeting of the Historical Societyl held April 2, L979^
in the Town Hall '  urith an attendao^e of 40 adultg and l0 minors, a new
slate of  of f iFers and a Board of  Trustees were nominated and ele,- ted
for the ,-oming year.

President:  Anna Bayba, I  year
Vi^e -Preeident:  Wi l l iam Jenninge, I  year
Treasurer -  Betty M^Clave, 3 years
Corresponding Seeretaryr Caroline tff 'hite, I year
Recording Seeretaryr Sylv ia Leibenspergerr I  year

TRUSTEES:
Bertha Rathbun,
IJazel Barrett
Ellen Smith
Jayne Sawin
Kenneth Knoblo,.k

Town Histor ian, Elena Courtneyr Ex-Off ic io-T rustee

A del i ,^ ious ^overed dish supper was enjoyed by al I .  Thanks to the

^ooperat ion of  so^iety mernbers and guests !

PROGRAMS: Beginning in Mar^h through D€,-€Elber, the following super
programs wi l l  be held on the f i rst  , rMonday of ea^h month unless a
holiday falls on that day; then the program wil l be s^heduled on the
following Monday. If you have a spe..ial interest in seeing or hearing
a different program, then please let ue know at our meetings, or ^all
Jayne Sawin, 794-7180, She wil l  take information and try to s^hedule
it for one of the monthly meetings.

TENTATryE PROGRAMS: Woodstovee; Stamp Col lect ingi  Cui l ts,  show
and tel l ;  eharcoal pi t ;  Ant iques, show and tel l ;  History of  Pott  Off ices
in Ste phentown; Geneologyi  History of  Senior Ci t izens; Arehl te^ture of
olC homes; Christmas Ornaments;  Customs at Christrnas in di f ferent
countr ies.

Colnngitte_eg appginted by Pqes.ident for 19?9.
Prograrn Chai"person, Jayne Sawin; Refreshment Chairperson, Bertha
Rathbun; Mernbership Chairperson, Betty McClave; Geneology Chair  . r i "
person, A. Bayba and B. Rathbun; Cemetary Chairperson, A. Bayba,
Newsletter Typing and Mimeographin& Greer & Melvin t - i t t ing

Bja rc i  Meet ing: The new off icers and trustees held their  f i rst  meet ing
on Apri l  26, L97)" at  the home of Mrs. Bayba. Several  projects we re
de^ided upon. They are:  Histor i^al  So^iety to jo in the Federat ion of
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of His' tori  ^aI Servi -e s (ctu€ s are $10 for or ga nization pe r year). The
Feoerat ion was founded to servi^e museunrs,  Histor i^al  So^iet ies and
individuals in the Upper Hudson Valley. Individuals rrray also join this
organizat ion.  contact  Patt i  Drum r.askovski ,  5I8 ? )4-7400 for more
info rma ti on.

Zl  Flea Market,  to be held July l4- I5.  Donat ion of  ar t ie les of  a l l
tyPes wil l  be needed, U you have any mer^handise that you ^anrt use,
or donrt  want,  donate i t  to the Histor i , -a l  So,- iety.  Br ing i tems to meet ings,
or ^al l  Mrs.  Bayba anci  ghef l l  make arrangements to pi .k thern up.
Tabtes wil l  be avai lable for indivi luals sel lers, or deale rs. Pri^e for
spa^€ wil l  be l isted in The E,^ho. A bake sale wil l  be held at the same
t ime. This wi l l  be our th i rd Fund Raising i ' lea Market.  Funds are needed
to pay for our e_€ ^ood alburn.

3) Talvaa ^ Bazaar wil l  be held in New Lebanon, and wef l l  have
our own booth there also. Dates to be published in the E^ho.
Volunteers wi l l  be needed for both af fa i rS for three hour shi f ts-of
two, volunteers to work together. I f  you ,-an help, please ,-onta,-t
^hairman of Fund Raising Comrnittee.

4l Alburn. Our seeond alburn is on the market, uith man)r new
photos in iL They are on sale at  Sykes Store,  Carr ts Store,  Davets
Mini-Mart ;  Town Clerkts Off ice,  and with of f i , .ers and trustees of
the Histor i^41 So^iety.  The f i rs t  Alburn was a ^omplete sel lout .  I f
we get enough requests,  the,  we t l l  have more ^opies mede. So f  11 we
have 26 requests.  I f  you want Alburn #one, send a post^ard wi th your
name arrd address reque st ing one to Mrs. Anna Bayba, Stephentown
Histor i^al  So^ietyr  Box 39, Stephentown, New york 12168.

Inforrnation: The Off i^e of State Ar^hives on the l l tn f loor of the
Cultural Edu cation Cente r io Albany, has a Local . tee ori is se/.t ton
wh ^h rnay be of  value to many interested histor ians.

Do you know how New York State got r ts name? Ans: I \ .  y.  was
narned by Br i t ish Colonel  Riehard i { i^holas af ter  h is for^es had takea
the Colony of New AmsterrJam away frorn the Dutch in L664. The
name hon or s Y ork, Englancl

The Ameriean Asso^iat ion of  State arrd Lo,-al  Hisbry has a
ser ies of  s l ides and tapes avai lable for  rneet ings at  a ^ost .  Subje^t
based otr  Preservat ion ano range from Reading a Bui ld ing,  to Curator ia l
Care.

History is st i l l  happening, The news of  today wi l l  be tomorrowr s
history '  The Town Histor ian who maintains a f i le of  i rnportant and
interest ing events wi l l  save count less hours and murh i inforrnat ion
for future historrans, who would have to pie/-e together a s€^oodhand
story that  ^ould have been re^orded a^^urately now.
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A ,-urrent newspaper should be a most rel iable sour^e of  informatron
in preserving history.

rVe know how easy i t  is to forget,  but mernbership dues are our
main sour^€ of in^otn€. Now that we have to pay for our new album,
our funds are low. ffe are ^ounting on you to respond to our plea to pay
your dues oowr for we need your supporL If you have doubts as to
urtrether you are paid up, ^al l  Mre. M^Clav€, 733-5A64, and she wi l l  be
gtad to ehe^k her f i les and see 'when you ipaid last.

With everything r is ing, we st i l l  havenrt  upped our d,ues. They are
the same as when we started, $1,00 for a^t ive trrembers, 50f for minors
(under lE years), for the whole year.

His-tori^al So^ietv Megting D_ates for 1?7?

Januarv 1' ) no meeting due to winter weatherFebnrary )
Mar ^h 5th
A pr il Znd
lvtay ? th
June 4th
July Znd or 9ttr
A ug ust 6th
Septembe r l0th
O ̂ tobe r  ls t
N ortrernbe r t2th
De'.ember 3rd

Rens. Co. Junior Museum loeated at 59 Seeond Street,  Troy, has a
series of Mobile Exhibits available FREE to Rens. Co schoolsr 1rhinfu
are suited to "lasses of varying ages. For rrrl re inforrnation, ^a11
R. C. J. M. , 235, ZLZL, or visit them at 5th Street and l06th Street Troy.

TheY also have exhibits, including the building of a log eabin with
authenti^ tools.

This unusuaLmuseum should tse very interesting to both young and
old. Take your ^hildren or grand^hildren and spend a pleaeant few
hour g there.

- MaFy pamphlets are brought tothe regular rneetings of the-Histori^al
So^ietyr annorin^Errr€ nts of otlrer so^ietlrmeetings, Htgher Edu^ation
information for ^ourses from different -olleges, ep€^ial programs put -
on -by the State Edu^ati.on Department, and by the Federation of Histori^al
So'. ietie s,




